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AUTHOR'S FOREWORD

This, the second edition of The Firebird Book, has been gestating for more than seven
years, since the first edition in August, 2004. The first book’s milestone was Firebird 1.5. Its
objective was to to provide an up-to-date working reference for developers, whether
coming to Firebird from another database management system or moving into it with past
experience in its closed source cousin, InterBase.

In the intervening years, Firebird has evolved through three further major versions: 2.0, 2.1
and 2.5. At the time of this writing, all three ate still under maintenance and the re-
architected version 3.0 is in alpha development. Maintenance of version 1.5 ceased in 2009.

The energy and dedication of Firebird’s development team continue to be a source of
wonder and inspiration to me and, I’'m sure, to anyone else who works with Firebird. The
polyglot Core team—Dmitry Yemanov, Vlad Khorsun, Alex Peshkov and Adriano dos
Santos Fernandes—works closely and tirelessly under Dmitry’s chieftainship. Pavel Cisar
and Philippe Makowski perform quality assurance testing and Claudio Valderrama is
responsible for scrutinising incoming code changes. Claudio’s hand is often seen in
improvements to the command-line tools, as well.

Because Firebird is distributed free, in all senses of the word, it produces no revenue to pay
salaries to the code workers. Except for the QA people, these volunteers depend on
Firebird Foundation grants to supplement their incomes to make space for their Firebird
work.

The Firebird Foundation is funded by donations, cash sponsorships and membership
subscriptions from individuals and companies that perceive and acknowledge the benefits
of using Firebird and keeping it under active development. You can view the current list of
sponsors at http://www.firebirdsgl.org/en/sponsors/. Bless ’em all!

Some sponsors contribute much more than cash. IBPhoenix, for example, contributes the
manpower for QA, binary builds and basic documentation. Neither this book nor its
predecessor would have come to fruition without IBPhoenix funding. Broadview Software
hosts the issue tracker, pre-release and build servers while IBSurgeon funds the hosting and
development of the Firebird web site at www.firebirdsql.org.

Amongst the volunteers who contribute their time and expertise to the Firebird Project
without grants I must name Paul Vinkenoog, who has been almost single-handedly
responsible for filling the free documentation gap between the legacy InterBase manuals
and the release notes that are distributed with the binary kits. It is a vast and ongoing task
that is often thankless. At the time of writing this, Paul is working with Dmitry Yemanov to
produce comprehensive on-line SQL documentation that will not be inhibited by the
copyright issues that prohibit reuse of the legacy InterBase material.

Under the Firebird Project umbrella, volunteers also develop and maintain several of the
drivers and language interfaces for Firebird—]Jaybird (for Java), the Firebird NET
providers, the ODBC driver and the interfaces for PHP and Python.

If you are coming to Firebird as a newcomer, welcome! I wish you a long and happy
experience with our software. To you and to those devotees who ate freshening up your
Firebird experience, I wish you great satisfaction from your use of this Second Edition of
The Firebird Book.

Helen Borrie, author

December 2011
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Helen Borrie is a contracting software engineer who doubles as a writer and technical
editor. She has been involved with database development for 30 years and with Firebird
and its ancestors since 1996.

Helen is an active member of the Firebird online support community and a founding
member of the Firebird Foundation, incorporated as a non-profit organisation in New
South Wales, Australia, in 2002.
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